[The protection of health in a changing environment].
One of the main functions of the Department of Health is to 'take steps for the promotion of a safe and healthy environment'. Air and water pollution, unhygienic conditions, incorrect use of radiation equipment, detrimental working conditions together with injudicious use of consumer products are but a few facets which have to be attended to in this all-embracing brief of the Health Act No. 63 of 1977. This is achieved by giving attention to scientific principles and effective co-operation between central and local authorities as well as the private sector.